yee 
_ THE GREAT | | 4 


« 


IN: THE 


Particular and Examination of thofe 


two difficult Texts, in Mat. 5.335 34.and Fam. 


“poe and New Teftament, in vari 
Examp les not hitherto infifted on ) are 
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fie at onetime, which they have imbraced for verity “at another’> 
And if prace they have been delivered: from ,the penls 
pn this hand, hovw are they prejudiced on the other ? refufing, 
the lawful ufe of facred things, by reafon of the prophane abufe 


_-and Scandal ‘that fome have brought upon them. Hence it is,that 
confcjencious people doretafe to take any oath , fince the 


Name of God hath been much prophaned thereby;in fomuch thar 
Secaufe-of oaths the land mourns.And others(no lefs confciénti- 
ous then the former)refufe to take ary oath becaufethey are per- 


_. {waded thatno oaths ought to be taken in Gofpel times: My 


ufinels therefore in this difcourfe., +s-not-to 


man may lawfully take,this or that particular oath: To that4 


fhall anfwer wich che Apoftle in another cafe ; Let every 


“formation of thofe who are ditfa 


per[waded in bis own mind , becaufe every man muft give an at- 
count for himfelf toGod. That then which I fhall undertake.to: 


prove whether 


. 


CONSCIENCE 
rs Here are Rocks that proves as perillous to Chrifti- 
ans,as Scilla and Caribdis to Sailers ( Ignorance 
and Scandals that whofoefcapeth the one ufually 
 fereth rack upon the other ; fad experience witnef- 
‘eth shit very few have'drove a trade forh¢aven, but at one time 
_ or other have fuffered lofs in their Spiritual Eftatey by reafon of 
-* their Ignorance, which hath made them cry down that for, heri- 


| 
prove, 1s that fome oaths are lawful in the. times of the Gofpel; 
to- mike fuk proof of : Fouthe in- 
tished} they will'wich the 


€3) 

that other Rock. ) the Scandal: that may 
accrew thereby;/And if do prove that: Affertory 
aaths are both dawful and uieful » I have the pr for, 
and let God have the'g! And that’ may flall pro- 
pound this Method. thall thew, Sacred Oaths ate. 
Secondly; to What ey they were taken. Thirdly, whether thofe 
to Texts, Mar. 5. 34. and James do forbid the ufe of all 

gaths in the time of t ; Gofpel. . 
As the firlt queftion (wx, aSacred Oath is, 
th: Scripru refolve us, Nwm. 30,2that it is a bond by which 


aman binds his fout co the {peaking of that, whichis in it felf — 


true, or the doing of that whichis in it felf lawful, unto which 
the living and true God is call’d to witnefs. Of Sacred Oaths, 
there were two forts under the Law (vx. ) Commanded and vo- 
Juntary; that fome were commanded,See Exo, 22.11. Oath 
Lar berween rhemfelves ce. Deut.'6.3. and 10,20, 
fale fear the Lord thy God, and {wear by his Name. Jer.4.2~ 
Thou thale fwear,the liveth in Truth, in Righteoufnefs, 


in Jud 
fome oaths were cheumbretied: fo fome were volunta 


as appears by the forementioned Scripture’, Num. 30.2. 
man vow avew, or {wear an oath, to bind his fon! with a bend 


out of his month, Which plainly theweth, thata man might have 


but if he'did; then’, he was to perform alt that proceeded ‘ont 
of his mouth : So tat he that fore being commanded, and-he 
that {wore were both under a Sacred. and 

~Now there were ways 
oath. ‘ Firft, when he {wears by the Lord 
of the oath with: his own lips, Lev,-4.4. 


is was called among 


the Jews an oath of proniouneiation:the like mantier of fwedrin 


we read.of 1 Ki 
lomon bis Son fhould reign after him. 

amanis fworn when he foeth’‘the 
himfelf, he bé as folemnly when jured 
nother fot En plith tocharg one 


1,29. David fwore Oythe Lord, faping th thas 


fall not breaks word, he (hall do according to all that procéedeth 


chofen whether he would have bound himfelf by an oath or no, 


by weh’a man bound his foul by af 
nouricin 
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or to an oath And therefore’ where we read Maths 26, 
63. that the High Prieft Adjured Chrift bythe living God; Beza 
more plainly reads ic ; that the Fi Prieft charged him’ to {wear a 
by the living God, if he were the Chrift-the Son of God ; and fo 
we read, Levit... 1. If A foul fin, and hehear the voice of. fearing, 
or (as Mr, Ain{worth reads it) the Voice of Adjurauon, and i 4 
witne[s whether he hath {een or known of st, 1f he do mot meter it he 
bear his iniquity. So that it {eems a man was underan oath, 
if heuctered-a matter being adjured thereto by the living God 
and was.guilty of fin, if he heard the Voice of Adjurauon , and 
could witnefsand did not. Ainfworth, apon Levit.s.%. Out 
of the Hebrew Cannons, makes it appear, that whether a man {wore 
y bis own mouth, or was adjured by the mouth of another , and he 
eAn{wer Amen, or {peak.a word of like meamng ; as sf, he fay-yea, 
or J am bound, or I takg upon me this oath, hes afmornmanfor any 
matter, whether he {wear or be ad;ured by Gods Proper Namse,or any of 
his Titles:tike unto this,was that oach or adjuration,weh the King 
exacted of the Prophet Micah 1 King. 22,16,17,And the King | 
faid, how often fhall I adjure thee, that thou tell me nothing, but that 
which 1s truein the Name of the Lord Now theoProphet inan- 
fiwering to.this.voice of iwearing, and telling:the King thathe 
aw all I[rael [cattered upon theAdountains like Sheep withont.aShep- 
berd ; Was as folemnly under the oath, as if he had {worn by he 
Icould with that this were ferioufly confidered by thofe: that 
' Make confcience of oaths ; what if one fhould adjure them by. 
the living God to fpeak, if they know fucha man ,:or twill do 
fuch.a thing); and theythould but fay, yea, or nay ; they would 
think (and Lam perfwaded many do think) this is not {wearing, 
which (by the Scriptares)is.as folemn {wearing,as if they had ut- 
tered the oath with their own mouth :..an oath like this is ufed — 
in our Common Law, where. the switnefs is charged by the 
help of God, 10 {peak the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth ; touching the difference between Party and .art 
now his laying his hand upon the book and kifing it, is 0 more 
then thewing his confenrto,the oath,as had taid, yeasor I wil 
fpeak the whole truth : by this he was)as firmly bound by auieath 
as if he uttered the matter, with his.owa moush and therefore 
» af the Judge afer the confent t© the oath, do ask a queftion of the 


i par ty 
» 


| 


“ay | 
party fworn, bat and give in*his in. 
naked aflertions,withoutfaying, Ffwear by the'Lord, or by the 
oath Thave taken, orthefike; his barewnfwering to the quettion, 
isas muchas if he-had pronouriced Voathwith the hi afleve- 
rations chat could be thought on;and this kind of eeeting agrees 
~ with that which was commanded under the vette as appears by 
the forementioned Text, 1. 

- ‘Theecthrid way by which aman becomes bound by an’ Oath; is 
no lefs-facred, though fomewhat differing fromthe former; 
that is called an oath of curfing ; anexample of this we have if 
Numb, 5.19. When a woman was queftioned whether fhe had 
known any other man befides her Husband ; the Text faith, that 
fhe was to clear her felf cusfing,or execration; sthis 
Pirfty when one was sdjured a and he anfwered a- 
meti jor "fo fe i it, then'he'was bound by an Oath ; this is manifeft 
from the fore-cited Text, Numb.:5, ca the Text faith, that the 
Prieft charged the Woman with av Oath of curfing3and her fay- 

amen, or fo be ity was as much as ifthe had utterediall't 
words of. the carfe with her own mouth ;!and-if dhe were guilty 
of.the faét, fhe was to be an'Oath of curfing'among her People, 
ver, 20) “As much.as if he fhould have faid, if any Woman 
be fufpeéted ‘of the like fault for <hr to come, the thallvclear 


her this Oath of curfing the Lord make me like 
that! Woman whofe thigh did’ a whofe belly did fwelljif 
J am guiltyof: this crime ::to this grees; Jer 29.22 


65.15. And you ( faith the Lord ) fhalkleave' your name foracsrfe 
tomy chofen; or as fome! read an Oathvof curfing, as much as if 
the Lord fhould fay, myjudgments fhallibefo heavy. upon the - 
wicked, thatavhen confirm of 
they fpeale or’ they:{halt remember the name of 
wicked men jandevive: their:memory forian Oath of curfing 
fay, the Lord make us .as thofe wicked men, who cryed for fer- 
row of:heart, and howled for vexation of Spisit:; if we are guilty 
of the ful ‘crime,’ Orifwe do not pesform:that whichiwe 
havespromifedy os the dike qtherwifé the df wick- 

is executed! upon them, could not 
‘bera-curfe to the’ rightecns‘Spch kind of Oaths we read of, Jadg. 
‘1712, And faid te hus Maher; the eleven 

Ver 
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Sloer thar m | thes chon fas 
weret thee, 
alfo in minevears, behold the filver ts with me, rook st ; and bus 
Mather faid, bleffed be thow of the Lord my Son; this was no other, 
but charging by an Qathof curling or adjuration,to tell what be- 
came of the filver ; like to this is chat faying of Solaman, Prev, 
29.24. He that is partner with a thief, hateth his own Soul, be 
heareth curfing and bewrayeth it not ; as much as if he had faid, he 
is not onlya pattaker in the thefc, but is guilty of the fn Menu- 
oned in Levitis. t. inasmuch as he hears the vayce af.curfing; 
or the voyce of the Oath, charging him to bewray the thief, but - 
doth not : Anather example of this kind, we have. ofr. 6. 26, 
Jothua adjwred them, ox ( as we may read ) he exacted an Qath of 
curfing ) faying, curfed be the man that rifeth up and buildeth the 
City Ferico ;. their confent herein bound them by.an Oath of cure » 
fing, mot to build it;as much as if they hadypronouncedit with 
their own mouth: and 1 Sam.14.4. Sanl adj semper bya 
curfe not to eat,there confent herein bound them,as if they had 
fworn:the like we have Neh.5.1 3..when Nehemiah took an Oath 
ef the People ¢ which was an Oath of curfing )faying, whenhe 
thook his lap,fo Ged thake every man out of -his houfe and Lay 
bour,that performeth not this promiie, & ait the People faid A- 
men;& in foanfwering, they bound themfelves by an Oath of 


every man tohave care how the 
ceurfe or With unlets it be in a holy manney,) to cleannp the 
ofiany matter id queftion, left their names be x bred for ah 
Oath of to all pofterity. ‘ves! oe 
\ 2, A fecond way by which a man binds himfelf by an Oath of 
is When he uttereth the curfe with his own mouth’; an 
We have of this in David,the Text relsus, 2 Sam.3.35 
that {wore faying, ‘when he wvifhed that God would do by 
him as by ext bread till the Sun was 
: pe that manner of {peaking is an 
Qath,and fuch an Oach that God expects the performance.of:' > 
now to the 2d, queftion (vz. ) whariis the end of 
facred Oaths ? but before anfwer, giveime leavéto ‘revive the 
forementioned diftinstion, berween Oaths thatweré;commin- 
ded,and Oaths that were voluntary, and the rather becaufe Oaths 
 that.were commanded, were ordinarily fuch @s were made 


ae 
~ 


Gods this diftinction appears plainly if we confider the ex- 
ample of Abranams {wearing his fervant to him BT -the Lord,. 
Gen, 23.4. and David wore TO Saul BY she Lord, 1 Sam. - 
21.22, and {wore BY the Lord TO Abimelech Gen. 
21,23, and the Spies {wore BY the Lord TO Rabab, - 
~ 12, Now the end.of fuch Oaths as men {wore by God to one a 

nocher, was as the author to the Hebrews telisus, Heb; 6.16, 
to end al ftrife,and to comfirm the truth of a matter it oueftion; 
an example we have of this, Exod, 22,31, If «man deliver to bis | 
neighbour an Ox, or an Afs, or or any Beaft torkeep, 
die, or be hurt, or flollen away,na manfeeing it, then an Oath of 
the Lord be between them both, that-e bath not put forth his hand 
his neighbours goodsy and the owner of it fhall accept thereof and Be 
fhall not make m good : the like to this we have, 1 Kings 8,31,32, 
. ° Again, another end of one mans Swearing to anocher, was 
to make acheas lawful Promifes, which had proceeded out of 
his mouth; ‘examples we have of this kind, in the cafe of Abra- 
hams {wearing to Absmmelech, andthe fpies {wearing:'to Rabab; 
and Jacobs Swearing of Efau; to make goodthe Bargain about 
his Birth-right ,-and WVebemiah Swearing the People to keep 
their Promife, Web. 5.13. Having fpoken of the end-of fuch 

Oaths'as were: commanded ; I pow come tofpeak of the end of 

thofe Sacred Oaths that were voluntary; and Were to afflict 

the‘Soul, by-fafting or otherwifle, fee Num, 30. 13, and thefe 
were called Oaths to the Lord, Pfalm, 132.1, 2,3. Lord 

{faith the Pfalmift ) remember David in all bis affittions, how 

be Swore UNTO: the Lord, and. Vowedtorhe mighty God of Ja- 

cob ; farely I will not come into thé Tabernacle of my Houfe, sor 

into-my Bed, I will not give fleep:tomine Eyes, nor 

feds, wntil I-bave out a place for the Lord,an Habi- 
Patton Mighry God of Jacob; lik to this was that Vow 

“Of Hannah's, Sam.1 That if the Lordwould givehera 

Son, fhe vowed to give him UNTO the Lord ; Nowtheend 

‘of -thefe Oathes, were to bind them to perform tothe Lord, “ 

‘thofe-voluntary Services which they were not’ bound to by Law; 

recited Text, Nww.30.1, Jf «man Vow 

AV aw: tr Swear tr WNTO the Lord, the nat break, hic 

‘word; he that proceedeth out-of his Meath; ; 

‘and to thefe. kind of Oaths. Chrift alludeth ,, when he faith, 
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time, thom fhalt not for-{wear-thy felf-, but flals perform TO 
So thenwe fee,that the end of voluntary Oaths, were to 
theSoul co the Lord, coperform to him fome.great-piece of 
voluntary Service and Self-denyal, which chey.were not bound. 
‘to by any law, had they noc bound themfelves by anQath. 
come to. the laft Queftion, ( Whether thofe 

two Texts, Afat. 5. 34. and James 5.12. Do forbid all man- 
ner of Swearingin Gofpel times ; I fhall firlt {peak to that ia 
Mat. 5.34. Where Chniftfaith, Swear notatal,&c, 
To this Anfiver, firft. Negatively, that:this Text cannot 
be underltood.to forbid the ule of all fuch Swearing,as was com- 
‘manded under the Law ; my Reafons are, 
Firlt, Becaufe fome fuch Swearing was.ufed by Chrift him- 
(elf, AZat.26.6 3. Chrift being before the Counsel, jvas.examin- 
ed by the Prieft, but (the Text faith) Jefus held his Peace;chen 
the High Prieft adjured him by the Living God, or. (as icis in 
plain Englith) he charged him to Swear by the Living God, to 
tellhim’; Whether he wasthe Chrift, the Sonof God ; to which 
Adjuration Jefus Anfwers, Thou haft fad, or am ; forfoit 
is, Mark 14,62. Nowto Anfier to a. Matter, when oneis 
Adjured by the Livjng God, though it were but yea or Amen, 
was One manner of Swearing that was frequently ufed under 
the Law, as/ have already thewen, from Levit. 5, 1. 1 Kin, 
22.16, 17. Num.§.19. Judg. 17.2. Neb. 5.13. 
Secondly, This Text cannot be underftood to take awa the 
.ufe of all fuch Swearing, thatwas commanded under the 
becaule thofe commandemenis contained in Ordinances, were. 
mot taken. away till the deach of the Teftator, Ephef. 2. 15. and 
thofe Ordinances that were contrary tous, were not taken a- 
till nailedthem co his Crofs, Colof.2.14, There- 
fore thofe Commandements of the Law, which accomodated 
Humane Affairs, and refpected Morals,of which this of Swear- 
ing, toend ftrife, was none of ihe lealt, could not be taken 
away before C hrift dyed ; therefore all {uch Oaths as were com- 
mandedunder the Law, ate not forbid by that Text, Adat.5.34. 
Thirdly, Neither this Text, cMat.5. nor that Fanmves 
forbideth the ufe of all fuch Swearing as WasS commanded un- 
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der the Law,’ becaufe the prophefie, ‘that- fone fucl 
Swearing fhaft be ufed in the times of the NeW Teftament,E/ay 
65.16, Hethar (hall Weffe in the Earth, {hall bleffe bim{elf 
in the God of Truth ; And he that [weareth in the Earth, {ball 
fwear by'the God of Truth, becanfe the former Troubles are for- 
en, and becaufe they are hidden from mine eyes , Here is a Pro- 
 phefie, thie forerels (ome fearing thall be lawful in thofe 
times that are to come, after the Afcention of Chrift, and the 
death of the Apoftle James ; Then he that fWears, fhall 
by the God of Truth, THEN, when, when the former trou- 
bles areforgor; Wher fhall that be? the 17. verfe refolves us, 
i It fhalibe, #henthe New Heavens and New Earth are Created, 
and the former Heaven and Earth forgotten ; So that here is: 
; a Concatination of Divine Truths, men fhail {wear by the God 
; of Truth, becaufe their former troubles are forgotten, their: 
former troubles fhall be forgotten, becaufe the former Heaven % 
and Earth fhall beforgotten ; FOR (faith the Lord) 
are New Heavens, and a New Earth, and the farmer {all nov 
be remembred ; That this Prophefie refpected the times of the - | 
New Teftament, let Peter Witnefle, 2 Pet. 3. 12. Neverthe- 4 
leffe, we according to his promife, look for New Heavens, anda = * 
New Earth, wherein dwelleth Rightéon{neffe So that thefe 
Scriptures foretel, that though under the former Heavens, and | 
upon the former Earth, men fwore by falfeGods ; yet in the tt 
times of the New Heaven and New Earth, wherein diwelleth : 
Righteoufnefle, men fhall fwear by the God of Righteoufneis. 
“Again that Text, Pfalm.'15. 4. is by many underftood, to’ 
refpect the. time of the New Teftament ; andif fo, thenone 
of the great quallifi@ations .thatis required of thofe, that thall 
dwell in Gods Holy Hill, is, that they thall fwear to their own 
hurt, and change not ; And 45. 23. God Sweareth, That 
te ‘every Knee {hall bow, and every Tongue (hall {wear; and 
becaufe {acted fwearing by God, is a confeifing of him; The” 
Apottie tranflates, every Tongue fhall confefle, Rom, 14. 


plainly expounding the Prophefie, to relate to New Teftament 
__ Fourthly, Thofe Texts cannot be underftood’ to forbid afl 
fuch {weanng that ‘was commanded undef the becaufe 
fome fuch Swearing,not onely: Jefts Chrift as I have 
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to Witnefle .(or record).,to the Truth of what they faid, 


8... God my Record, bow greatly I long after you all, in 
“What {Wwearingis-; 
Matter in queftion,. this pradtif 


PER Chriftum, Lipeak the auch, BY CHRIST : Buc at 
thefams force, if we Read, {peak the be 


any one fhould confirarthe, hag 


more then yea and nay, 


Apotti Paul did bot pr 
ed fome fuch f | 
the Lordiliverh that hath my Soul out of 
Solomon , Son frail Reign after me this Was under the Old 

a promife ; and the New. Teftz- 
ment, the Apottle 


fame form of to confirm" 
what he faid.to the Coriathians, 2.Cor, 4%. 
no man {ball flop. me boafting in the 


under Teftaments. th by calli 


Ti, £0, | Gilead (aid te thee 
Witneffe hermen not according to thy Words, 
The Lard boo Trae Prev between us, if wedome 
according to allthings, for the which, the Lordthy Ged fal, 
theeto us, like we. have. the Aroftle fpeaking ine 


the New Teftament,. Rom. 1. 92: For God.1s my Wit -= thas 
ceafing have remembrance of ‘JOM 118 Pragers, 


Bowels of Chrift , and 2 Cor, 23. J 
call God to Record upon my Soul, T£.ca ing God io Wit 
nefle to what we be not.{wearing,. I confefs.I amignorane 
if it be, chenit under | 
the Old, but under.the New 
- Again, under the Old Teftament they fwore, BY the Lord,; | 
or BEFORE God, as I have yea to, confirm, 
under, the New, Tefa- 
ment, Rom, 9.1, -TheA ¢ to afhima the sealicy.of 
fe&tions, in order to the Salvation of . the dares 
men, iweats by. Chrift; forfo reads 


not, my. Con{cience bearech me Winelle in. Holy Ghok 


Another have, Phe | 
which. Weite Mate jouw Fhe 


> 


fee 1.Kingmt. 29. David fwore, AS @ 


the Truth 
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like coe othew ; for 


is tov exact an Oath, orto chargeone:to fear; 

Now we'tead 2 that Paul 

GOD; andthe’ Lord Jefus Chrift; and 1 Thefeg. 27.2 

thee BY THE LORD,” that thie Epifile be vead'te all the Holy 

Brethren; ' Bexa reads ity. Adjure vos per Dominum, I charge thee 

J to Swear by the Lord, &c,- to this a that of the High Prieft, 
who (as'we-read it) adjured his Beza's English Bi- 
bie, itis, be charged him to (wear ; all fwearng, were 

forbid by thofetwo' forecited Texts;. the Apoftle would 


neither have done'it himfelf, nor charged others fo to do, both 

ih things Affertory and Promifary, as bforementiqned 
tures proves hesdid, 

“Fo thefe Tex have had to give this 


Asifwer for wartt of better, That the Apofile did evil in {wears 
“but to'thofe that arreign this great Apaitie for evil, J dothink 
it‘no gréat prefumptionto arreign them fori ance, for 
will {wear (our Proverbfaith) wil/ lie, thé meaningis, that he 

‘that will fwear wickedly and contrarytoGodsLaw, willlic 
alfo ; Now if this be the ‘cafe of the Apoltte, that he finned in 
{wearing ; Whatgtound have. we believe the truth of ne 


fwore? 
fifth and lat Reafort; why thefe Texts-cannot fore 


Fifehty, 
bid all fiach wearing as was ufed under the Law, is, becaufe 
‘there is as much reafon for the ufeof fome Oaths now as ever 
there wis ; istherenot asmuch need of teftifyiny the truth by 

Oaths, and confirming our Promifes*by Oathes , now a8 ever 
» for the ending of ftrifeamong men; J donot mean commen 

‘pr fwearing, but fuch as is Sacred and Solemn sforproof 
this, 7 thall refer the Reader to Heb. 6,16. 


proved chat a (wearing not forbid.under the-New 
it neceflaril Follometh, thatthofe Genesalterms 
d feem ftringe,let me produce 
xed. 20, 40, The [even day it the Sabbath of the Lardy 
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| The Priefts Prophaned the Sabbath, and were blamelefe;and 
Nw, 28.9. On the Sabbath Day shey were toojer two Lambsof 
f 


witb oyl, and the drink, offering 


ently ali manner of Servile work in their ordinary callings,’ and 
not fuch work as tended to the Worlhip of God, as the flaying 
the Sacrifice did ; orto.the preferving either the life of man of 
beaft,” as appears-by Chrifts own Word,) Duke 14. Which 
of you, having an Ox or an Affe fallen ime a Pit, will nor fireight. 
way pull out onthe Sabbath Day? itfeerms the Jewes under- 
thattext, Thow (balt do no manner of work, upon the Sab- 
bath, as fone men uniterftand the text, that faith, Smear pot at 
all; forthe jews underftéod that, the-cext forbid allavorking, ~ 
it tended to fave life ; So dppears, Luke x3, 
They faid ,co. the People, Thereiare fix Dayes in whic 
jathem come and be healed , and.noton the 
Anotherexample we have of no man 


4 


your Farber'upon. Earth;doth not this Textas much forbid calling - 
any one upon Barth Father ( though-hé be never fo lawfully fo g 
«fl, Give to man that asketh, ine that 
taketh away thy goods again, And Mat, 5.44. Chnit 
faith,give to EVERY man that asketh of thee, and from H/AZ 
from.aty body ).that would borrow oftthee,, TURN 
NOT AWAY ; not other Scriptures.and. common reafon 
mform us,thatthefe general terms muft be retrained, or elfeif 
we fhould give.to. everyone that asketh, and turmaway from 
nons that would borrow , we fhould not only maintain menin 
Idlenefs, which is a fin,butive fhould foon turn our (elves out of 
doors,and be reduced to amorcel of bread ; now Iwould.appeak 
to the confaiences ofall unprejudiced men,whether Chrift in his: 
Sermon, Afa.5.42. doth not-as firmly forbid our turning away 
from any ope that would borrow.of us,as. he doth forbid allivea- 
fame Sermon,. svhen he faith, Swear notatalls and 
‘if why thonld any- be offended for 
| wpon ths one Text, When it what themfelves: 
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Lhave )ithere 
is. as.good Scripture and reafon-tor the reftraining thofe generat 


terms, Swear not .at.all, as there.is for the reftraining thole other 
if any body 


words of Chrifty give to every-onie.that 


ask of thees.turn chou not away ; andif any bodysakeaway thy 
goods ask ahem novagains | 


Having proved that thofetwo Texts, A4at.s3 and. J. 
“not forbid all fuch {wearing as was commanded under the Law; 
my laft.bufine(s is. 1o,fhew yyhat wearing is forbidden. in thofe 
Scriptures.) Ais st! | D 
then -all, dwcaring-in ous-common .Communicaiion.is 
forbidden,and that appears by.thefe words buries. your. 
MUNICATION, be yea yea, andnay nay ;| but to this.it is. ob- 
jected, shat, James, forbiddeth all mannez.of (wearing, whenhe 
faith neither, nor Earch,nor.any other Oath;Laniwer 
fo'did God borbid all manner of working on the Sabbath,., 
Was to be ,underftood of. ordinary -and common, workas Ihave 
already proved ; in like‘manmer doth-our Saviour and the Apo- 
fle forbid all common. fivzaring in our ordinary,converfations, 
and. no: folemn,.and facred Swearing, But itis furtherobjecte 
that fuchAwearing was.alwayes forbid,even undenthe Law, , and 
thar Chrift pers fomewhat that.was for forbid before, 
To this J aniwer thofe. words.; but J fay.unto you, ere. .do 
not imply that there syas.-any,shing his.precepts, . or fayings 
that.was not inthe Law, but rather fomewhar-that he would re- 
inforce from the Lay, yyhich.by, reafon of ther falfe glofles upon 
it,;: had no force upomtheis lives as for inftanc Law-aid 
theyfhould not kill, .but-Chrift-faith,that they fhould not hase 
their Brother without a caufe,fo faid the Law. alfo, Lezit.19.17, 
my, (which was undesltood of thofe, Nauons, that. G 
{chem to,have no Extendihip with,) but, Chrilt them love 
their Enemies ; whichthedLaw alfo,bid chem except.in the cafe 
before excepted, for this.fec, Exod 23.4, tf thou meet thine 
nemies Oxe.or Afs going. altray.,, thou shalt bring him to hima- 
Prow. 244373,and Prey, 25.2%: if thy Enemy-bungery 
noww.this was the falfe glofs becaufe the Taw faid, that 
whet, God gave, them) from alizheir Enemies, they frould- 
not forget Amaleck, but put out the zemembsarice.of him, Dent. 
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2 and thitthty fhould:have no Friendfhip with that 
Péople ; bereupor they concluded contrary to the words of the 
Law, chat they mignt hate any Perfon that was their private E- 
nemy, ard avenge ‘elves upon him ; and fo becaute the Law 
faid an eye for an eye, ‘and a tooth fora too.h, therefore they 
would avenge themielves and be their own Judge and executio. 
ner; her¢upor Chrift bids them not toavenge themfelves, this 
was alfo’ forbid under the Law, “Levit. 19.18. thon (halt not a- 
venge £9 the Law faid theyfhould not commit adultery, but 
Chrift faid, he that looked upon a Woman to luft afrerher, had — 
committed adultery with her in his heart; ‘now looking upon a 
Woman té luft after her, was alwayes a fin, Prov.6.25 And fo be- 
caufe the ‘Law faid they fhould not ‘forfwear themfelves, they 
‘Mattered nor, they fwvore upon every trivial and flight 
id not forfivéar, they-thoughr they Were nor 
"To this falfe glofs of theirs Chrift oppofeth,' when “he faith, 
but Jfay, fear not at 
Secondly, Chirift oppofeth his fpeech to another cuftome of 
theirs, which.was, that becaufe the Sctipture faid;theythould 
‘not forfivear their felves,- to the Lord their Oaths; 
therefore they did not matter what they fwieeby,fotheyperformm ff 
the things they promifed; therefore Chrift forbids their{wearing. 
any Oath, either by Heaven or Earth,or the Temple, or Ferafalem 
or by their ‘Head ; but would it not be Hogical to conciude from 
hence, that therefore we muft not fwear by the Lord in things 
ar by any Oath, that wec ing below God'or Jefus 
‘Thirdly, this Text doth not only fotbid all vain fwearino in 
our Communication, and all folemn fivearing one to another by 
any thing below God, but it alfo forbids all voluntary Oaths . 
which they {wore to pérform to the Lord, ‘if they did not {weit 
by the Lord, but by 
faith it was faid of old time, thou fhale nor forfwear thy felf,but 
thalt perform TO THE LORD thy Oaths’ -het they 
thought if they promifed or dedicated anything Religious 
ufe, or made any vow to the Lord, if they'fwore by a Crea- 
ture, that they would perform whit’ they vowed, they 
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eaven or Earth, 6r the like, therefore Chrift | 
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thought they had.atifwered the Law; that this was'a cultomie, fee’ 
Mat, 23.46,18, whofoever fore by the Gold of the Temple, . 
was a debter, that is, he was bound witha bond taperform what 
he had 'promuted;fo if he fore by the offering he Was guilty,that. —. 
is, guilt was upon him: if he did not pay ;/this furtherappears, 
Mark... if they faid.to their Father.or Mother Cordan,|that 
fay a gift, they were free from relieving their Fatheror Mother | 
they were in want ; if they could buc teth their Parents, 
they Were to give fuch a thing: to God, By all 
which we-fee,that Chrift doth not oppofethe tawiul af-onths: 
that was commanded by the Law,but their depraved 
they had put upoh the Law, not only infwearihg,but imozhes. 
things alfo ; this Anfwerwill ferve to that Text, James 5. for 
fince as J have {zid,it cannot forbid all fuch Oaths as were com- 
manded, iemuft forbid tuch Oaths as were finful and unlawful: 
even under the Law ; only Tet me add a word or two touching 
this Text,and the perforis to.whomit was writ;if we look in the 
firtt Chapter, weithall find the Epiftle is writtothe 12 Tribes 
{catered abroad, now inthis 5. Chapter,the Apoftle for the bet- 
ter {upporting of them in this afflicted and fcattered condition, 
tells them what they fhould: do, and what they fhould not do; 
_ that which they fhould doin affliction, is to take the Prophets 
fOr an exaifiple oF fuffering afflition,and patience, and that they 
Would remember the patience of Job, ver. 10, 11, 
Secondly, that they would confider the honour that men have 
_thatindure afflictionavith patience ; behold we count them hap- 
that indure, ver, | 
"Thirdly, that they would GOnGderthat the Lord is pitiful, 
and merciful, and will not (as if he fhould fay ) fuffer us to be 
tempted above what we are able to bear;having told them what 
they fhould do,he now comes in the next verfe to tell them what 7 
they fhould not do;bwt above allthings my Brethren, {wear not it 
was very ufual for them tomake pathonate Oaths in afflictions. iS or 
For this fee, Pfalm 1 32.%,2, 3.Lord (faith the Pfalmift )remem- 
ber David in all his Affittions, how he fworeto the Lordand vowed = 
to the mighty God of jacob, faping, I will not enter imto the Taber- 
nacle of my Honfe, nor clime up to my bed,nor {uffer my eyes to. fleep, 
nor my to flumber, til IT have found ont a place, jr 
Lord,an batitation for the mighty God of Jacob: now God had faid, - 
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that Devid thould never buitd Houfe ;>afl {uch kind-o8 


Oaths mide paffionztely to God in ore 
forbid amonz others, it / have before made 
hath no toonzr: atd;above all things (wear nor,. butin 
Words he immediately fubjoytis that if afflicted 
pray. Having fhewn what facred Oaths are,. "and to 
they were taken : And'that neither Chrif nor James 

underftood to forbid all Swearing J thall conclude With 
but let every man take heed how he fiveareth 

t the Lord will not hold him guiltlefs that taketh his name in 


Mal, 3.5. 
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vain, Exed. 20.7. but willbe a {wift Witnels againft all that. 
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